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, which is courageous considering the oil or primus stove beneath the operating table to warm the patient and staff.
Henry Newark Featonby (1883-1964) was born in Bendigo, Victoria. He completed his residency in Perth Public and Perth Children's Hospitals and showed his early interest in Public Health working for two years at the Infectious Disease Hospital, Fairfield, Victoria. He was appointed Honorary Captain in June 1915 and went to England to study for a Diploma of Public Health.
In October 1915 he was granted the rare privilege of taking a commission in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) without returning to Australia, and then worked as Chief Medical Officer for the Australian High Commission in London. In early 1917, he was sent to France but fell ill and returned to England. He returned in May and was attached to a variety of CCSs. In . These two men were university students together, served at the Western Front together, and are both interred at Springvale Botanical Cemetery, Melbourne.
The second image is a surgical operation in progress in the operating theatre of French hospital no. 46 in Beziers, France, 20th March 1918. A surgeon and his assistant are operating. Two 'bluebird' nurses are also in attendance, Sister Dorothy Ellena Duffy (1888-1973) acting as anaesthetist. She appears to be using open drop anaesthesia, probably chloroform. Note also the small wooden praecordial stethoscope next to her.
The Sisters were part of a group of twenty civilian trained nurses, from New South Wales, who volunteered to serve in France for the Australian Red Cross during World War 1. They were known as 'Bluebirds' because of their distinctive blue uniforms.
Duffy was born in Hobart in 1888 and was selected in early 1916 from a group of eighty applicants. She was then nursing at Sydney Hospital and was one of the first to volunteer After the war, in February 1919, Duffy married Dr Alan SD Barton, who served as a surgeon also with the 1st ACCS in 1916 (before Featonby in Image 1 served). Barton was from Bathurst, had graduated from the University of Sydney and was a first cousin of A 'Banjo' Paterson-the famous Australian bush poet. Barton spent most of the war serving in CCSs close to the front line, gained a reputation as a skilled surgeon and was mentioned in dispatches. After the war he published a paper on his work emphasising the safety of gas and oxygen anaesthesia in the critically ill at the front 7, 8 . After the war, they settled in Singleton, NSW.
